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_________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer and Worship Policy

Mission Statement
Faith as small as a mustard seed can move mountains.
Matthew 17:20

We have a vision for our children to have high aspirations, to be inspired and excited to learn about the world, to want to take next steps and reach further to keep growing and learning, and to use that learning and excitement to help themselves and help others near and far. Those whom they know and those they don’t. We want our children to be happy and contribute to the happiness of others.
We want our children to ‘move mountains’, excelling in their chosen field, and to be supported by their faith and nurture here in their journey.
We live out our Mission through our Values
Living  life to the full, loving God and one another we will have and give:
Gratitude
Respect 
Opportunity
Wonder
Trinity
Humility 

Through

Forgiveness
Always Compassionate
Integrity 
Truth 
Happiness


We nurture our seeds equally, with high expectations for all, living life to the full.  We do this to move mountains for ourselves and for others in our families, our communities and the world beyond, now and for the future.
Introduction  

At St Mary’s RC Primary School, we value prayer and collective worship highly. It is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic heritage upon which we are built. Children, parents, staff, parish and governors are a praying and worshipping community. As such we seek to be an example to others in the way that we live, learn, work, play and pray together. 

The nature of Prayer and Collective Worship at St Mary’s
We believe that distinctive Christian worship and prayer in a Catholic school are concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God in a wide variety of forms as we discover more about Him. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a meaningful relationship with Him. We therefore seek to ensure that the prayer and collective worship life of the school are learning experiences as well as spiritual encounters to which all can contribute and from which all can gain.

Legal Requirements 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all children, or separate acts of worship in relevant groups. St Mary’s is a voluntary aided school, therefore responsibility for arranging collective worship rests with the Governing Body through consultation with the headteacher. 

Parents and carers have the right to withdraw their child from any act of worship if they so desire. The request must be made in writing to the headteacher. 

The place of Prayer and Collective Worship in the life of St Mary’s
Worship, however, is far more than just a legal requirement. We endorse the belief that worship is inclusive and it considers the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and educational needs of all who share in it: 
· Those who form part of the worshipping community in church and the parish of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs. Those for whom school may be the only place where they experience collective worship.
· Those from other Christian traditions. 
· Those of other faiths and religious backgrounds.

The aims of Prayer and Collective Worship at St Mary’s
We believe that prayer and collective worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all children and staff: 
· To contemplate the awesome mystery of God.
· To develop a sense of awe, wonder and inspiration in the person of Christ. 
· To become more aware of the ultimate questions of life relating to matters of faith.
· To reflect on spiritual and moral issues. 
· To explore their own beliefs.
· To experience a sense of belonging and deepen community spirit.
· To re-affirm and communicate our ethos and shared values.
· To enrich religious experiences. 
· To ensure familiarity with prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition. 
· To affirm positive attitudes by worshiping in a way that fosters openness, honesty, trust, sensitivity to others coupled with equal opportunity. 
· To develop reverence and respect through experiences of liturgy, scripture and prayer. 
· To explore aspects of Catholic liturgy and practice such as symbol, gestures and actions. 
· To celebrate together the feasts and seasons of the Christian calendar, with particular emphasis on Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. 
· To build upon the home/school/parish link by including members of the home and parish families in our collective worship whenever possible. 
· To gain awareness and understanding of the wider Christian family and world family beyond the school/parish community

The planning, content and delivery of Collective Worship 
Our collective worship is planned: 
· Following a structure with reference to the Liturgical calendar, Feast Days, Holy Days and significant dates especially for our school. Sacred Scripture will be the focus in all acts of worship to help our children become immersed in the Word of God. Often the theme or focus will link in with the weekly theme provided by Ten Ten Resources or the Wednesday Word. 
· With flexibility to respond to changing situations and events within the school, local community and wider world. 
· To develop in children the skills and confidence that enable them to contribute to, prepare, organise and lead worship in a way which is meaningful and relevant to them (see appendix a). This is the particular responsibility of our Pupil Chaplains and Prayer Leaders who are led by our Adult Leader of Pupil Chaplains, Mrs S Farrow, and regularly attend Pupil Chaplain training and visioning days following their commissioning. 

Prayer opportunities maybe more spontaneous within the daily life of the school as well as the traditional times of prayer. Prayer areas are set up in classrooms as a focal point for the children to offer their own personal prayers. There is also a prayer station in the central foyer which children and staff can use as and when they wish to engage in private prayer as well as the studio prayer station and outdoor Holy Hut. 

The format for Collective Worship at St Mary’s  will include: 
· Gathering – how we come together, the setting, the environment and atmosphere (Whole school gathering music ‘Here I am to Worship’; liturgical coloured cloth, a visual focus for prayer and reflection such as icons, art and lighted candles) 
· Proclaiming – every act of Worship will be centred on at least one text from the Bible. The Word of God will be proclaimed from the Bible or Lectionary. 
· Responding – The response to the Word may lead into a time of ritual action or communal prayer. This may vary (music, singing, drama, poetry, reflection and silence). We will place our own needs and those of others and the wider world before God (intercessory prayers) 
· Going Forth – Children and adults will take something away from the experience of worship and the encouragement to apply it in their daily lives. 
   
     
Eucharist
Eucharistic celebrations in school will highlight the beginning and end of a school year as well as other special occasions in the Church’s liturgical calendar such Holy Days. Key events in the lives of our pupils are also commemorated with a school Mass for example Year 6 leavers and Year 3 as part of their Sacramental Programme journey. Year groups attend Mass from Y6 to EYFS on a weekly rota, receiving a blessing or the Eucharist according to age and faith.

Recording
Collective worship can be recorded: 
· In worship folders. 
· Through displays, collections of pupils’ contributions, prayers, reflections and photographs. 
· In the weekly school Newsletter where the Prayer focus is shared with our school community.  
· On Facebook/our website.

Pattern of Collective Worship 
· Each week the school community gather as a whole on at least 3 occasions to worship together: 
On Monday the Prayer focus of the week is shared and explored with the headteacher and class teachers, this is revisited in the final gathering of the week on a Friday afternoon. The Pupil Chaplains help to lead this with staff. 
On Tuesday Key Stages gather to give Glory to God through meditation.. 
On Wednesday every class will have their own intimate class worship which is very much pupil led at an age appropriate level
On Thursday the school joins together to give Glory to God through the medium of singing and prayer 
On Friday the whole school community, including parents and carers, gather to celebrate and give prayerful thanks the joys of the week. 

Community Involvement
We feel it is vital to involve our school community in the prayer life of the school. Families are invited to attend weekly assembly each Friday as well as school Masses. We also invite families to join their child’s class for ‘Stay and Pray’ worship on a Thursday afternoon at 3pm. This is half termly.
Monitoring and Evaluation 
The school’s provision for prayer and collective worship will be evaluated regularly to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils, its impact and whether pupils are making progress in acquiring skills and abilities in organising and leading worship. The primary responsibility for monitoring prayer and worship will lie with the RE Subject Leader – Mrs Sarah Farrow and the headteacher, Miss Caroline Boden.


Policy Review 
This policy was formulated following consultation with children, staff and governors. It will be monitored annually for effectiveness and updated in the light of experience. 

Policy reviewed and updated: September 2026
Date of next review: September 2027


Appendix A: 
Children’s Progressive involvement in Prayer and Liturgy: 
	Pre School
	· Join in songs and prayers. 
· Help tidy away.
· Blow candles out.

	Reception
	· Place items on the altar area. 
· Suggest ideas to teacher’s questions. 
· Join in songs and prayers. 
· Help tidy away.
· Blow candles out.

	Year 1 
	· All the above plus…
· Suggest own prayers. 
· Set up altar idea, selecting items and explaining why.

	Year 2
	· All the above plus…
· With significant adult support, contribute to the planning for class worship. 

	Year 3
	· All the above plus…
· With significant adult support, contribute to the planning for class worship. 
· 2 children per week lead elements of worship from the front. 
· Explain the reason for the focus and set up of the worship (e.g. the colour of the Liturgical cloth)  

	Year 4
	·  All the above plus…
· With less adult support, plan class worship including choosing music, reflection activity and go forth message. 
· In pairs, lead worship from the joint plan with regular adult support and intervention.

	Year 5
	·  All the above plus…
· With very limited adult support plan weekly class worship including: 
· Selecting sacred scripture. 
· Choosing music or relevant creative stimulus (eg sound clips, Kids YouTube clips)
· Designing and resourcing reflection activity.
· Selecting the go forth message.
· In pairs, lead worship from their plan including gathering and feeding back children’s responses to the reflection questions. 


	Year 6
	· All the above plus:
· Supporting other year groups in their prayer and liturgy.
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